[Long-term home oxygen therapy].
The analysis of medical reports was done for 30 patients in five years period (1988-1992) who received long-term oxygen therapy in home environment. The average values of respiratory functions were: forced vital capacity-43.3%, forced expired volume in the first second-27,4%; partial oxygen pressure in the arterial blood at rest-51 mmHg (6.8% kPa); partial carbon dioxide pressure in arterial blood at rest-46.2 mmHg (6.43% kPa) and oxygen saturation of hemoglobin-84.6%. After introduction of the constant oxygen therapy with flow of 1 to 2 l/min the values of arterial blood gasses at rest were: PaO2: 74.5 mmHg (9.94 kPa), PaCO2: 44.65 mmHg (6.22 kPa), the average value of SAT 93.4%. The average duration of oxygen therapy was 18 months; 11 patients died, with the average survival time under the oxygen therapy of 12.6 months. As the source of oxygen 18 patients used electric concentrator, and 12 of them the compressed gas in steel bottles.